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Our housing system is not meeting everyone's housing need,
with thousands struggling to a find an affordable, sustainable
home. If we are committed to providing housing for all, then
we need to change our housing system. The Housing
Commission recommend increasing social and cost-rental
stock to 20% of the national stock. Threshold echo this
recommendation in its call for a unitary housing system.

To be successful, this change needs to be purposeful,
considered and accompanied by a long-term road map.

Today, participants and attendees alike will consider how we
can achieve this 20% aim, asking: What are the potential
roadblocks, and how can we overcome them? What are the
potential pitfalls, and how can we mitigate them? What are the
levers available, and how do we best use them? And are we
truly committed to the creation of a sustainable and equitable
housing system?

Threshold
Founded in 1978, Threshold provides independent advice and
advocacy to people experiencing housing problems. Our
mission is to advise renters, prevent homelessness and to
pursue a right to housing for all.

Changing Our Housing System

#OurHousingFuture
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Registration with refreshments

Opening address

Tea and coffee break

The role of cost-rental - Ann-Marie O’Reilly

Political panel

Keynote address - Dr. Richard Waldron

Lunch

Respondent - Dr. Michael Byrne

Closing

Event launch - Minister Darragh O’Brien

Housing commission recommendations - 
Dr. Michelle Norris

Threshold advisor - Jasmine Ryan

Industry panel

9:00AM

9:20AM

10:50AM

9:35AM

11:15AM

3:15PM

9:50AM

12:45PM

3:35PM

10:20AM

1:35PM

10:35AM

2:00PM
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Minister
Darragh O’Brien

Darragh O'Brien T.D. was appointed Minister for
Housing, Local Government and Heritage in June 2020.
He is an elected TD for the constituency of Dublin-
Fingal. Prior to his election to the 30th Dáil in 2007,
Minister O’Brien worked mainly in Financial Services
and was elected to Fingal County Council in 2004. He
was elected to Seanad Éireann in 2011. 
He has held various positions within the Oireachtas
including Vice-Chairperson of the Public Accounts 

Committee, Member of the Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Equality,
Defence and Law Reform, Leader of Fianna Fáil in the Seanad, Opposition
Frontbench Spokesperson on Dublin, Foreign Affairs and Housing. 
Minister O’Brien is committed to examining the best way forward in terms of
housing and accommodation solutions and enabling people to live fulfilling
lives, in a safe, sustainable and environmentally-friendly manner.

Speakers
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Dr. Michael Byrne

Dr. Michael Byrne is a lecturer in the School of Social
Policy, Social Work and Social Justice, and Director of
the Equality Studies M.Sc. His research focuses on the
political economy of housing, with a particular focus on
the private rental sector. Michael also writes the Week
in Housing newsletter.

Ann-Marie
O’Reilly

Ann-Marie O’Reilly is the National Advocacy Manager
with Threshold. Prior to joining Threshold, Ann-Marie
worked in frontline homeless services in Dublin. She has
completed a MSocSc (Rights and Social Policy) at
Maynooth University; her research focused on the
prevention of homelessness from the private rental
sector
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Paddy Gray is an established academic and has wide
experience of academic and applied research with
over 400 publications. In 2010 he was appointed the
first Irish President of CIH. He is Chair of the Wheatley
Foundation Scotland, Vice Chair Wheatley Homes
Glasgow and on the boards of Connswater Homes and
Advice North West. He is Chair of Tuath Housing,
iCare Housing, a member of Residential Tenancies
Board (RTB) and Chair of its Research Committee. 

Professor 
Paddy Gray, OBE

He was on the board of Threshold for many years and is on its Research
Committee. In England he is on the board of Safeagent and External Examiner
at Leeds Beckett University and CIH. In 2017 named the top power player in
housing in the UK and in 2019 was awarded an OBE. He is a member of the
Housing Commission and recently was named Property Personality of the year
in Northern Ireland and also recently received a lifetime achievement award at
the Aico Community Awards in Birmingham UK.

Jasmine Ryan

Jasmine Ryan is a Housing Advisor in Threshold and
current FE-1 Candidate. Her education and employment
focuses on the intersection between public policy,
philosophy, and law. With experience in the housing sector,
local constituency offices, and student government she
strives to help others advocate for themselves.



Speakers

Professor 
Michelle Norris

Michelle Norris is Professor of Social Policy and
Director of the Geary Institute for Public Policy at
University College Dublin, Ireland. She has led over 30
research projects and produced 200 publications on
the results. She is a member of the international
advisory boards of two of the most influential journals
in the urban and housing policy field – Housing Studies
and the International Journal of Housing Policy. 

In 2011 and again in 2016 she was appointed by the Irish Taoiseach as an
independent member of the National Economic and Social Council which
advises the government on social and economic policy. Between 2012 and
2021 she chaired the board of the Housing Finance Agency. In 2018 she was
appointed to the board of the Land Development Agency. In 2021 she was
appointed by the Minister for Housing to the Housing Commission. In
recognition of the outstanding policy impact of her research she was
awarded the Irish Research Council's research impact award in 2021.

Dr. Richard 
Waldron

Richard Waldron is a Senior Lecturer in the School of
Natural and Built Environment at Queen’s University
Belfast. His research relates to the intersection of housing
markets, urban planning policy and strategies of urban
economic development. His work has been published in
leading journals, including Housing Studies, the
International Journal of Urban and Regional Research and
Environment and Planning A. He has been the recipient of
funding awards from the European Commission, Irish
Research Council and the Urban Studies Foundation.
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Panellists 
Our first panel of the day invites spokespersons from different
political parties to respond to Threshold’s proposal to change
our housing system.

Facilitator: Shane Coleman

Dep Eoin Ó’Broin
Sinn Féin

Dep Richard Boyd Barrett
People Before Profit

Cllr Darragh Moriarty
Labour Party

Dep Francis Noel Duffy
Green Party

Dr. Rory Hearne
Social Democrats

Sen Mary Fitzpatrick
Fine Fáil
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Our second panel of the day invites industry experts to discuss
the various factors in transforming our housing system, from
finances to possible societal shifts. 

Facilitator: Professor Paddy Gray

Professor Michelle Norris
Director of Geary Institute for Public Policy
UCD

Deirdre Duffy
Director of Impact, Grants and Donor Care
Community Foundation

James O’Halloran
Head of New Business

Clúid Housing

Kate McCauley
CEO

Housing Rights NI

Panellists 
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Sponsors

A big thank you to our sponsors, without which we would not
be able to host this conference.
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Revenue (Charities Unit) (CHY): 6279
Charities Regulatory Authority (CRA): 200110301

National Office and Eastern Regional Office
First Floor 25-28 Strand Street Great, Dublin 1, D01 XP04

Southern Regional Office
22 South Mall, Cork, T12 C2YN

Western Regional Offices
5 Prospect Hill, Galway, H91 HC1H
Unit 2-4 Howleys Court, Steamboat Quay, Dock Road, Limerick, V94 P8C0

National Freephone Helpline:
1800 454 454
9am to 9pm Monday to Friday

advice@threshold.ie

ThresholdIRE

ThresholdIRE

Threshold_housing

Threshold_housing

www.threshold.ie

The Scheme to Support National Organisations is funded by the Government
of Ireland through the Department of Rural and Community Development.


